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The Geogr aphy D epartment of the Durham Colleges, Unive r s i ty of Durham, i s  
currently engaged in a major project o f  res earch i nvolving economic and social 
problems i n  certain parts of the Middle Eas t .  

S everal cons i derat i ons influenced the c hoice o f  L ibya a s  one of these areas 
of study- its s trongly "Arab" character, t he overwhelming importance of natur
al physical controls on the life and economy of the c ountry, the s implicity in 
p atterns of economic development, and the r apidity of changes now t aking place .  

A f i�st s t ep i n  the proj e c t  has b e e n  the comp ilat ion o f  a b ibli ography of 
the geography and economy of Libya . This is here reproduced in the hope t hat it 
will prove of some assis tanc e to others who are g iv ing attention to the s itua
t ion and problems of L ibya, and henc e c ontr ibute in s mall measure t o  a close 
apprec iation and unders t anding of the country and its people . 

The pr ojec t of s tudy and publicat ion of the present volume have b een gener
ously supported by the Rockefeller Foundation .  

R.\V.IIILL 
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INTRODUCTION 
There are few major c ol lections of wor ks upon Libya , and some of the b e s t  of 

t he s e  p r eviou s ly exis ting were c as u a l t ie s  of war . The libr ary of t h e  royal 
Sanussi f amily was moved by the I t alians from Kufra and Jarabub ; and this t o
gether with the Italian library from Benghazi was l ater a s s emb led at S aluk b y  
t he British Military Administration . Both c ol lec tions were s oon afterwards des
troyed by fir e .  

At t h e  present time , t h e  principal s ources o f  written material are i n  Tripoli. 
Here the Government Libr ary , housed in t he Secondary School , has the b e s t  c ol
lection of b ooks on Libya .  The Department of Antiquities Library and the Bibli
oteca of the Museo Lib ic o  di S t oria Natur a l e ,  b o t h  hous e d  in the C a s t e llo at 
Trip oli , a l s o  h ave us e f u l  c o l le c tions . F or references on the agric ulture of 
Libya , the libr ary at the Government Farm , Sidi Mesri , is the bes t  s our c e .  

The r e s u l t s  of t h e  numerous technic al s 'urveys carr i e d  o u t  dur;ing t h e  past 
ten to fifteen years are c o llected at the Library of the United Nations Mission 
in Libya ; and the Libyan Public Devel opment and S t abilisation Agency has a fe� 
r eports at its headquarters . A number of t e c hnica l  and a s s i s t ance Report s  are 
however confidential and hence not availabl e  to the pub lic , The same situation 
holds f or certain of the "End of Tour R ep or t s "  prep ar e d  by the Unit e d  S t at es 
Operations Mission , which has experts working in the c ountry . For such of these 
as are not re8tricted , the American Emb assy in Libya is the best s ource .  

During the I ta lian period o f  c o l onis a t ion and deve lopment there was much 
valuable work carried out . Accounts of this are available in mos t of the larg e 
libraries in Italy . The Univers ity of F lorenc e  h ad particular interes t s  in the 
agriculture and geology of Libya, and Dot t .  A, Maugini of the Istituto di Agron
omic o has amassed a considerab le amount of material on Libyan agriculture and 
r e lated s ubje c t s . His bib liography is the mos t modern and c ompr ehensive one 
dealing with Ita lian works . Professor A. Desio of the Geology Depar tment, Univ
ersity of Milan , is also an authority on t he geology and physiography of Libya .  

There are some British s ources of inf ormation . Report s  dr awn up during the 
period of British Military Administration (1941-51) are extant , though scattered 
through various libraries within Libya . In the United Kingdom the Public Recor ds 
Office holds s ome sixty-two manuscripts c on taining c orrespondenc e  to and from 
the Con s u l ate-Gener a l  in Tripoli , mainly during the l a s t c en tury . R efe�e�c e  
m ateria l i n  s ome quantity i s  a l s o av ailab l e  i n  t he libr arie s o f  t h e  Brlt l s h  
Museum, t h e  Royal Empir e S ocie ty ,(now R oyal Commonwe a l t h  S o c ie t y ) , t�e Royal 
Geograp hic a l  S ociety , and the Roy a l  I n s t it ut e  of Internat ional Aff a 1r s . The 
R esearch S e c t ion of the Durham Colleges Geography Department and the Oriental 
Studie s Department both have c ol lec tions of modern works which can b e  c onsulted , , 
and in the former there is also s ome source materia l .  

Of the numerous maps lis t e d  in this bibliogr aphy many a r e  now unobtainab l e  
for purcha s e , though some are still available for reference purp ose s  • Prior t o  
and during the S e c ond Wor l d  War the I t alians h a d  p r odu c e d  a l arge number o f  
maps , and these were c opied and emended b ot h  b y  the British and b y  the Germans , 
Mos t of the plates of the s e  original Italian maps wer e however des troy e d ,  and 
now only small-s c ale maps are available from the Is tituto Geogr afic o  Mili tare 
in Italy . 

At pr es ent , t he British War Office is the c hief supplier of large-s cale maps , 
a lt hough some res tric t ion on t he acquis ition of these c opies 'is in f orc e .  The 
American Army is currently engaged on survey work in Libya and is producing an 
excel lent s eries on a s c a le of 1:250;000. 

/ 

Owing to t h e  dis turb e d  his t ory of the country ,  the unusual nature of the 
s ource-ma t eria l , and the special c onditions prevailing in Liby a, i t  has b een 
thought de sirab l e  to develop an ad hoc system of c las sification for the entries 
which fo l low. F or the mos t par t ,  a topic is treated f irst in r e lation to t he 
c ountry as a whole , and t hen f or each c ons tituent province .  Such a

. 
treatment 

seems appropriate where the number of references is large and a det a 1 led break
down is nec e s s ary. References are not duplic ated. 

For e ach r e f e r e nc e ,  the f o l lowing inf orm a t ion has b een given whe never 
possib le :  author , tit l e ,  date of publication and the number of pages . Under each 
heading the r eferences occur in alphabetic a l  order . References under one author 
are in chronological order .  

R . W. HILL 

March ,  1959, 
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SEC TION A 

BIBLIOGRAPHIES, PERIODICALS AND MAPS 

1. Bib l iographies ot' Libya 

Cecc her ini ,  u., Bib liografia de l la  Libia, Minis tero delle Colon ie ,  G . Berto,  
Rome , 1915, 204p . 

Corti , R . , Bibliografia botanica de l la  Libia per il 1940, Ann. Mus . Lib . S t .  
Nat . ,  No . 3 ,  pp. 275-279 , 1941 . 

Cort i ,  R . , Bibliot:rafia botanica del la  Libia dal 1941 al 1952, Ann. Mus . Lib . 
Nat . ,  Vol . IV, Roma, 1953 . 

Cufino , L . , Un contributo al la  bibliografia del la Tripolitania, Bollett ino 
del l a  Societa afr icana d ' I t al i a ,  1912. 

Desi o ,  A . , Bib liografia geologica de l la Libia per il 1940, Ann. Mus . Lib . St, 
Nat . , Vol . I I I  ( 1941 ) ,  pp . 261-269, Tripol i ,  1942. 

Desi o ,  A . , Bib liografia geologica italiana del l'Africa, (sino al 1948 incluso). 
Lib i a,  pp . l-34, Cal l .  Scienti f i c a  e documentaria a cura dell ' Uf f .  Studi 
del Mini stero del l ' Af r i c a  I t al i ana, Roma, 1950. 

Des i o ,  A . , Bib liografia geologica de l la Libia dal 1941 al 1952, Ann. Mus . Lib, 
St . N at . , Vol . IV ,  pp. 195-200, Roma , 1953. . 

Evans-Prit chard, E . E . , A sel ect bib liography of the �ritint: on Cyrena�ca, 
Afr i c an Studies , Part 1, Vol . 4, No . 3, 1945, part 11, Vol:5 ,  N�. 3 ,  1946 . 

Part 111, Vol . 8, No. 2 ,  1949, Johannesb urg , Witwatesrant
.
Un1vers 1ty P�es s .  

Fantoli ,  A . , Bib liografia meteorologico de l l e  Co lonie itabane e de l l e  �so le  
italiene del l'Egeo, Ras s .  Econ .  Col . , 1932, Nos . 7-8. . . . 

Fuller , G . H . , A list of references of the Italian Co lonies �n Afr�ca (L�bya, 
Eritrea, Italian Somaliland � Ethiopia) , L ib rary of Congres s ,  Divi s i on 
of B ib l iography, Aug . 13, 1942 , U. S . A. 

Geographical Journal , Reference list of articles and no�ices in the Geo
graphical journal dealing Thith the Libyan Desert, G�za, Survey Dep t .  
Pr. , 1934. . . . . 

Grazios i ,  p., Bib liograf�a pal etnolog�ca del la'L�b�a dal 1943 al 1953, Ann. 
Mus . Lib . St . Nat . ,  Vol . IV ,  pp . 201-202 , Roma, 1963. 

Is t i tuto Coloniale Italiano, Archivio bib liografico Co loniale (Libia) , I ,  
( 1915 ) ,  I I ,  ( 1916-17 ) ,  I I I ,  ( 1918 ) ,  IV, ( 1919 ) , F irenze . 

Maugini , A . , I s t i tuto Agronomico per l ' Africa Ital i a , Contributo ad una bib
liografia italiana sul la Libia - 1895 - 1951, Firenze , 1952 , 193p . 

Mininn i , M . , Bib liografia giuridica coloniale (Italia), Edizione de I l  
Codice Trib utar i o  del l ' Africa Italiana, Roma , 1943, 125p . 

Min i st erio di Agr icoltura ( Italy ) ,  Prima saggio di una bib liografia economica 
sul la Tripolitania e Cirenaica dal 1902-1912, Rome, 1912 . 

Minut i l i , F . , Bib liografia de l la Libia, Frat e l l i  Bocca, Torino, 1903 , 136p . 
Playf a i r ,  R . L. , The bib liography of the Barbary S�ates, i_, Tripoli and 

Cyrenaica, Royal Geographical Society, Supplementary Papers ,  Vol .  2 ,  part 
4 ,  pp. 559-614 , London , 188� . . . . 

Societa Geograf ic a  Italiana , Btb lzograf�a dell'Italza Oltremare Anno 1939, 
Roma , Naz . per le relazioni cultural i c on l ' Estero, 1940. Bal l .  R .  Soc . 
Geog . It . Roma , VII-VI ,  194 1 ,  P•?29 . 
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Stefan�ni , G . , La cono-scenza geologica del la Tripolitania, Boll . Geog . Tr1p . No. 4 ,  ( 1933 ) ,  p . 9 , completes the b ib l i ogr aphy given in 'Atti de� �st congress� c�l. , No�I I I ,  P . 347, Firenze, 1932. 
Stefa�1n

l
1 ,  . G.

d
, Un

l
e 

L
b�6

blzographze des .ouvrages italiens portant sur la geo ogze e a � ye. Found in BzbliograNzie des travaux d ' l 't l · L 'A'f · , , r es geo oques z a tens sur rzque. Congres geologique international. Bel
" 

i ue 1922 , Comptes Rendus pp . 1073 et suivi . 
g q 

The Middle Eas t  Ins t i tute, Current Research on the Afiddle E t 3 V 1955, 1956 & 1957. Libya, Sub ject Index p 188 1955 L ' b
as

' S b
�l s .  

5 " . • , , 1 ya, u Ject Index p . 8  , 19o6, Llbya, Sub ject Index p 97 1957 w h' t A b 'b l · I 
. • ' , as 1ng on, D . C .  Varley, D . H. , z zograpzy of Italzan Co lonisation in Africa L d 1936� Pub l i s hed jointly by the Royal Empire Society and th� R�;a�n ,  

Inst1tute of International Affairs . 
waille,

. 
V. '

· 

B�b liographie des ouvrages concernant la Cyrena'ique et la Trtpolztazne, Bu�l .  Corr •
. 
Afr . p . 277, Alger, 1884, 

Woolber� , R . G . , Italzan colonzal expansion in Africa, B ib liographical Review art1cle,  Journal of Modern H i s tory (Chicago ) Sep t .  1932 Vol . 4 
pp . 430-445. 

' ' ' 

Zavatt ari , E . , Bib liografia zoologica del la Libia per il 1940, ,,nn, Mus . Lib . 
St . Nat . , Vol: I II ,  pp. 271-274 , Tripoli d ' Afr i c a  1940. 

Zavattar i ,  E . , Bzb liografia zoologica della Libia per il decennia, 1941-
1951, Ann . Mus . Lib . St . Nat . , Vol . IV, pp . 203-20, Roma, 1953. 

2. I mp o rtant P eriodical s with tit l e  abbrevi atio n s  

( a )  ITALIAN PERIODICALS 

Africa Italiane (Afr. It. ) R ivista di Stor i a  e d ' arte a cura del Minis tero 
delle Colonie,  1926 to 194 1 .  8 Vol s .  

Agricoltura coloniale (Agr. Co l. ) Monthly Review o f  l ' I s t ituto agrario 
coloniale italiano , Florence . 

Annuario del l e Co lonie italiane e dei paesi vicini (An� Col. It. ) Rome 1926 Atti del prima congresso di studi coloniali (Att. St. Co l. ,) 6 Vol s .  F i�enze
. 

1931. ' 

Azione co loniale (Az. col. ) Weekly Review of general information. Bol l ettino de l la Reale Societa Geografica Italiane (Ba l l. R. Soc. Geog. It. ), 
Monthly Bulletin, Roma. ���lettino de l la Societa Geo logica Italiana (Ba l l. Soc. Geol. It. ) Roma. z A�na�i �e l l'Africa Italiana (Ann. Afr. It. ) Quarterley Publicat ion ,  Editor 

L 
P1cc1ol1 ,  1938-40 , 6 Vols . A .  Mondadori Roma. a nu�va Italia d 'Oltremare (Nuov. It. Olt. ) 2 Vols . , Milano 1933 Editor Plcciol i .  

' ' ' 
Notiziario Archeologico (Not. Arch. ) Vol . 1, 1915. Oltremare (Olt,) replaced Revista Coloniale (Riv. Co l. ) which appreared until 

1927. Monthly Pol i t ic al Review. 
Rassegna Ecor�;om�ca de l l e  Colonie (Rass. Econ. Co l. ) formerly Bol l ettino di 

Informaztom Economiche unt i l  1927. Pub li s hed monthly. Ministero delle 
Colonie. 

Rivista de l l e  Co lonie ita liane (Riv. Co l. It. ) Monthly Review , f irs t appeared 
1928. 
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(b) LIBYAN PERIODICALS OF ITALIAN AND POST-I'I'ALIAN ERAS 

Annali del Nuseo Libico di Storia Naturale (Ann. Mus. Lib. St. Nat.) Governo 
della Libia, Vols. I, II & IV, 1939, 1940, 1941, & 1953, Piazza Santa 
Maria degli Angeli, Tripoli_d' Africa, 19�0 • .  

,
. . . 

Annuario de l Reale Istituto Spenmental e  Agrano d� Stdt Mesn (Ann. R. Inst. 
Sper. Agr. ), Tripoli, �i�ya. . . . . . Annuario Generale della L�bta (Ann. Gen. Ltb. ), Publ1caz1one uff1c1ale della 
Camera di Commercia Industria e Agricoltura della Tripoli tania e della 
Cirenaica 1935-41. Edizione dell U.C.I.P.I. - Tripoli. 

Annuario Generale di Tripoli e de l la Tripolitania (Ann. Gen. Trip. ,) 
Publicazione autorizzata dal Governo Tripolitania dal Municipio e.dalla 
Camera di Commercia di Tripoli, Tripoli, Azienda Tipo-Litografica Scuola 
d'Arti e Mestieri di Plenio Maggi, 1933-1934. 

Bol lettino Geografico (Bol L. Geof!. Trif;. � Nos .1-4, �ug. 1931 t� June, _1933, 
Governo della Tripolitania. Bol l etttno Geograftco (Ba l l. Geog. Ct�. ) 
Nos. 1/16, Jan. 1926-June, 1933, Governo della Cirenaica. Bol letttno 
Geografico (Ba l l .  Geof!. Lib.) Nos. 5-10, July, 1933-June, 1936, perhaps 
longer, Governo della Libia, P. Maggi, Tripoli. . , 

Bo l lettino Jfeteoro logico del la Tripo litania ar� della Cyrenatca (Ba l l. het. 
Trip. lir Cir. ) Benghazi - yearly during the Italian Re�ime. . . . 

Bol lettino Ufficiale de l Governo del la Libia (Ba l l. Uff. Gov. Ltb. ) Tnpoll, 
Stab. poligrafico editoriale P. Maggi, Published irregularly. 

Cirenaica Illustrata (Cir. Il l. ) Monthly review, 1931-?, also produced 
Rassegna dei problemi economici in 2 parts. Formerly in part, under the 
name of Notiziaro economica de l la Cirenaica. 1

. 
Corriere di Tripoli (Corr. Trip. ) Government daily newspaper in Ita lan. 

Printed in Tripoli. . B h · Cyrenaica Weekly News (Cyr. W. News), Published every Sunday ln
E 

;�� �zl, 
Province of Cyrenaica by the Libyan Advertising Agency. In n 18 • 
Newspaper. . . (D"r Aff. Econ. Direzione degli Affari Economici e della Co lontzzaztone 

1 � �erno della e Col. ), Notiziario econimico della Libia; a cura de 0 
Libia, Tripoli - published quarterly. . f the Administration 

La Gazette della 1ripolitania (Gaz. Trip. ) publicat1on ° 
of Tripolitania. d" Commercia Industria La Tripolitania - Annuario 1924-27 (Ann. Trip. )  Camer� 1 

f"a arti'e Mestreri e Agricoltura della Tripolitania. Tripoli, Tipo-L1togra
1

1 
1953• ' 

Libia - Rivista di Studi Libici (Riv. St. Lib. ) Anno l, N?· ' A ricoltura Nonthly Bul l etin (Mon. Bul l. ) Camera di Commercia industrla e g • 
P.Maggi, Tripoli, still appearing. . ) di Commercia, Notiziario Economica de l la Cirenaica (Not. Econ. Ctr. Camera 
Governo della Cirenaica, 1928-39. . 

Notiziario Economico del la Tripolitania, Monthly, �ri�011• 1 19�0 t"ll Quaderni di Archeologia del la Libia (Quad. Arch. Ltb. ; Vol. ' 0 ' 8 1 
appearing. 

27 •t � Rivista della Tripolitania (Riv. Trip. ) Review 1924-1927. In 19 1 wa� 
called Libia. . 

Sunday Ghib li (Sun. Gh.,) Published every Sunday in Tripoli, Tripoli�an1a 
Province of the U.K. of Libya, Edited and Published by the proprletor 
C.H. Johnston. 

Tarablus e l  Gharb (Tar. Gh. ) Government daily Newspaper in Arabic. Printed in 
Tripoli. 
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The Official Gazette of the U. K. of Libya (Off. Gaz. U. K. Lib. ) United 
Kingdom of Libya. Published under the authority of the Hinister of 
Justice. 

Tripolitania (1rip. ) Monthly illustrated review of la Federation Fasciste de 
Tripoli. It appeared in 1930 called OEA and from July 1926 until Dec�mber 
1929 appeared as Vigor c/i vita in Tripolitania. 

3. Map s 

(a) ATLASES 

Atlante d'Af.ric� By Prof. Ghisleri. Bergamo, 1909. Atlante dell  Co lonie Italiane con notizie geografiche ed economiche. 
Compiled by H. Baratta & L. Visintin, Roma, 1928. Atlante meteorologico del la Libi� By A. Fantoli. Ministero delle Colonie Ufficio Studi e Propaganda, Servizio Cartografico, Roma, 1930, 35p. 
(b) TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS 

{t) International 
International Map Afri 1·1 000 000 issue 1913 ' ea, · ' ' ' 

• Including Jaghbub, Siwa 
(ii) Italian 

North H 35, Alexandria; provisional 
and Sollum. 

Tripolitani . . 
de 

a_ e_c1rena1ca, carta della. By Achille Dardano; Istituto Geografico Ag?st1n1, Novara. 1:5,000,000. With insets of Tripolitania settentrionale 
. an� Clrenaica, 1:2,000,000. Trlpol�tan�a e Cirenaica carta dimostrativa della, 1:1,500,000. With insets of T:lpol1 and environs, 1:25,000: Benghazi & environs 1:50,000, Tobruk 1·58;000 (From Brit. Admiralty Chart) and Khoms (from Admiralty Chart). 

T 
. Co�pll�d for war purposes for the Istituto Geografico Militare, 1911. rlpolltanla: territorio fra la costa e l'Uadi Sciati. 1:1,500,000 with inset of ��i�oli 1:50,000. By M. Checchi, 0tudio Cartografico G. Giardi, Firenze. lnlstero delle Colonie, Direzione Gen. Affari Politici Ufficio 
. 

Cartografico, No. 148, 1914, Edizione provvisoria. Trlpolitania, carta dimostrativa della, 1:1,000,000, by Pio Galli: Antonio Vallardi Editore; Milano, Sheet 1, extending W. to Medina es Soltan inset, Fezzan, 1:1,500,000. Sheet 2, Cirenaica (to Sollum), (1911 ?). 
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